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Mist's Journal; which, though he afterwards obtained, by
his wife's interest, a small place in the post-office, he for
some time continued. But, as interest is powerful, and
conversation, however mean, in time persuasive, he, by
degrees, inclined to another party; in which, however, he
was always moderate, though steady and determined.

When he was admitted into the post-office, he still con-
tinued, at his intervals of attendance, to exercise his trade,
or to employ himself with some typographical business.
He corrected^ the Gradus ad Parnassum; and was libe-
rally rewarded by the company of stationers. He wrote
an account of the criminals, which had, for some time, a
considerable sale; and published many little pamphlets,
that accident brought into his hands, of which it would be
very difficult to recover the memory. By the correspond-
ence which his place in the post-office facilitated, he pro-
cured country newspapers, and sold their intelligence to a
journalist in London, for a guinea a week.

He was afterwards raised to the office of clerk of the
franks, in which he acted with great spirit and firmness;
and often stopped franks, which were given by members of
parliament to their friends, because he thought such ex-
tension of a peculiar right illegal. This raised many com-
plaints, and having stopped, among others, a frank given
to the old dutchess of Marlborough by Mr. Walter Plum-
mer, he was cited before the house, as for a breach of pri-
vilege, and accused, I suppose very unjustly, of opening
letters to detect them. He was treated with great harsh-
ness and severity, but, declining their questions, by plead-
ing his oath of secrecy, was at last dismissed. And it must
be recorded to his honour, that, when he was ejected from
his office, he did not think himself discharged from his
trust, but continued to refuse, to his nearest friends, any
information about the management of the office.

By this constancy of diligence and diversification of em-
ployment, he in time collected a sum sufficient for the
purchase of a small printing-office, and began the Gentle-,
man's Magazine, a periodical pamphlet, of which the